THE

WAKEFIELD
Journey to Nepal brings local

DAILY ITE

| WEDNESD

| NOVEMBER 2, 2005
Wakafiald, MA 01830

attorney back “home”

Patrick G. Eurtle*_.r revisits the Lr::phel Lm5r T‘betan School

W akafiold Attarney
Patrick €. Curley just
returned from @ frfp o the
FeEmale Naopind Himalayvas b
revisit the Lophel Ling
Tihatan School where he
wiae a volumtesr math
foicd = P __|'r|l I wmilis fn Lha
apring 2001 Hare's Part f of
a bwoeparl adcoount af his
Journay, !

By PATRICK . CURLEY

Unfortunately, the polili-
cal sibnation declined consid-
erably after T departed
Mopal an June 1, 2001, That
evaning, the Crown Princo,
wha was beir o the throne,
mrdersd his parents the
King and Queen of Nepal
aleng with nine other mam-
bers of the Mepali Hoyal
family. The King's hrothser -
| who happened to have been
oul of the couniry at the
time of the murders
asaumed the throne but
maAny citisnns 1'|u|:~.rir|:|: his
kegitimacy amnd hint thal he
muay have beon bohind the
murders.

The Macist insurgency,
which had simmered sines
1 and left more than 1,2
dead, wreased dramatical-
by following the Royal mor-
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LOCAL ATTORNEY Patriek Corley with some af the children from the Lophel Ling
Tibetan Schood wearing hooded feece jackeis that he brought o the seheol in the

remmote Napali Himalavas.

ders and resulling political
vacuum. In the last four
WiNLTH, AN additional 1000
Muaksls, militnry, palice and
clvilions have been kilfled in
the cnndlicd

Earler this yoar e King
dismissed the gover novent,
brmposied emes gency e amd
suspended clvil rights

i lnling fresdom of expres
i e, a5 sernidy ] rivacy
In response En sharp crifi
cism at home amd abremsd,
the King has thrown hun-
dreds ol politicians, jourmsal
by el studenilz SO0,
Tourism - the life blood of
Blepal - has deopped by
ihirds or more e s
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I IS BEcause Wesiermers
i alfram bo thers

Imedeed, the Tnited States,
Japan ond Awstralia explio.
ity order thelr cltizens 1o
defier all mon-cezenlial trvel
ta Mepal, If is estamnated that
the Maocists may control
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mare than two-thids of the
eountry, While the Maoists
generally have not targeted
violenee toward Westerners,
they have made numerous
threats and regularly reguice
Horeed monetary “dosations"
(rom foreign trekkers,

Despite the political chaos
and potential for violemce, |
thave wanted very badly to
pedurn Bo v Tibetan schaol
et Lhe last bewr voars. Ear-
lier this {all 1 realized that if
I waited for peace Lo return
to Nepal, 1 conld be walting
decades, [ eommunicated
with several Nepali friends in
Foathmandn amd thiy azsured
me that the lazt couple ol
amonths have been relatively
slahibe.

1 decided Lo lake my
chances and bought my lick-
et o depart for  Eathmandu
an Sept, 47,

b The Dights wore part of the
radventure, I Mew Thal Adr.
'ways nonstop from New
York ©Cily o Banglkol
skrakght dver the Morth Pole,
At just under 17 hours Bght
Lirne, it i3 the second-longest
flight in the world. More
importantly, & cuts more
than 10 hours off of an
already oxhausting 2H-hour
plus journey. From Bangkol
I flew to Kathmanda and
then on b Poldhara, the stag-
ing peint for treks in the
pAnnapurna reghon of western
i Mepal

In order fo roach the

A DIET OF rice, potutoes, lentils, Tibetan bread and two
eges per week are among the staples o the rugged moun
Livin village,

school in Mapang, which is
more than [our days hike
from the pearesl road, [ Dew
“Shangrila™ Airlines” ancient

furhoprop with five other

Nopall passengers. Flighls o
Manang had just commmenced
in late September following
thi close of Tk suemrme long

monsoon. But [lights are
irrcgular at best because of
ferncions windd im the
Himalavas that develop each
day alter 10 a.m. and
bocause of frequent lechniceal

cand equipreend problems,

Seatedd in front of me was a
Tibelnn monk called a

Lama — who runs the
monnstery in Manang. The
engines moar to life and we
gazedd out the wndows o Lhe
rising Himalayas below us.
After 25 minutes flying
straight up te Himalayas, we
erosaed @ mountam ridee and
glidid down Lo o remote dirt
Laniling strip ae the Loor of a
valley al 12 000 feed elevation.
Stepping onto the tarmac, I
pasped lor oxypen and stood
in awe at the sight of the
25,000 fool plus Himalayan
prals soaring sl around me
Because Mighls are a rari-
v, villagers race to the air-
port at the first sound of the
bazing engines entering the
valley. Many people recog-
pized me from my last rip.
The villagers directed] me Lo
a new steel suspension foot
bridge, which bad been con-
structed across the river
porge that divides the valley
ang separates the Lophel
Ling School from the arport
willoee of Humnile
The length of the bridge
and high winds caused the
bridge to sway as [ crossed
it. Hundreds of colorful
Tibetan prayer flags are ted
across the length of the
bridpe. As they flap in the
wind, the [lags send their
prayers into the world. This
olfered sofmo reassurunee as
I earefully stopped neross U
swinging bridge,
Mext: Curley returns to
the Ling Tibetan Scheol




